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Refinery promises jobs, prosperity for tiny Utah town, but some residents
have this response: Been down that road before
By    BOBBY MAGILL The Daily Sentinel
Published March 18, 2007

GREEN RIVER, Utah - "I don't want the smell in Green River," Tim Vetere said.

Brothers Greg and Tim Vetere grow melons, corn and other crops on the east side of the desert city of Green
River, right next to the site of a proposed oil refinery and down the road from the old Coyote Oil plant, which
has been sitting unused behind a rusted fence for more than a decade now.

Soon, both a new refinery and the old one could bring the stink back to Green River.

"I don't know if it will hurt melons, but I think it will hurt tourism," said Greg Vetere, who used to live in Grand
Junction. "The beauty that Green River has that I can see in the morning and that I can see at night, the
sunsets - I don't want to hurt that."

Green River residents know what it's like to have a refinery in town. More than a decade ago, residents used to
get a strong whiff of the old Coyote Oil plant, which refined used oil.

For most Coloradans, Green River is known for its melons and its status as a lonely truck stop on the long,
empty way to Las Vegas or Salt Lake City. It's your last chance for gasoline and a motel room on Interstate 70
before heading west onto the longest stretch of interstate highway in the country - 110 miles - without a single
place to spend a dollar.

But city officials here hope Denver-based P&M Petroleum Management's proposed 25,000-barrel-per-day
black-wax-crude refinery will bring as many as 70 permanent jobs to Green River, where city community center
volunteer coordinator Zina Willard says poverty is as common as the needy children who pack her nursery
every day.

P&M has company, however. Green River-based EcoDomaine recently purchased and hopes to resurrect the
old Coyote Oil plant, which more than a decade ago operated for only a few months, City Councilman Dan
Harrison said. Calls to a number for EcoDomaine in Green River were not answered, and company officials
could not be reached for comment.

Refinery jobs here could fetch as much as $60,000 per year, a salary that could bring Green River "out of the
gutter," Harrison said.

The Green River City Council last week agreed to lure P&M and its jobs to town with a letter of intent to sell
P&M a parcel of land in the city's industrial park at a discount rate. Emery County may also offer tax incentives.

"The potential economic gains far outweigh any environmental problem," Mayor Ed Bentley said. "An
overwhelming majority of the people I've talked to are in favor of the refinery."

If the deal falls through, P&M managing member Edward Neibauer said the company will look to either Grand
Junction or Carbon County, Utah, for an alternate site.

"We've had such a positive response from the Green River area," he said. "I'm 99.9 percent sure we'll get
located there, but I've been down this road before."

Location is everything, he said.

Grand Junction, Green River and Carbon County have much in common: They have water, they're on the
same Union Pacific rail line P&M plans to use and they're all within about four hours of where the black-wax
crude is pumped out of the ground near Vernal, Utah.

Once the black wax is extracted, the company has no more than four hours to truck it to a refinery before it
cools and becomes too viscous to refine, Neibauer said. P&M used to truck it to Salt Lake City, but refineries
there quit accepting black wax.

After a year of looking for alternative refineries, P&M decided to build its own.

The proposed refinery would begin with black-wax-crude processing and ship it east.

"We will hydro-process the black wax, and we will make our gas oil, lube stock and our wax product," he said.



"The gas oil will be shipped to refineries along the rail line that have expressed interest. They'll convert that into
gasoline and diesel."

The plant will use about 5,000 barrels of water per day, using water rights from the Green River, he said.

Neibauer said the company expects to be finalizing its state air-quality permit within four months, and he said
he's confident the refinery's air and water emissions will meet state standards. Once the permit is in hand, he
said, an 18-month construction phase will begin.

State officials "told us we get more pollution off of the freeway than we'll be getting out of this plant," Harrison
said, adding he's confident the state will keep close tabs on the refinery's air pollution.

Green River city officials may have been able to woo P&M, but locals remain split about whether the refineries
should set up shop here. Bentley said only a small percentage of Green River residents are concerned about
the effects of having an oil refinery in town.

But most remain divided for one reason: It's about the stink.

Kathy Ryan, a supervisor for the Utah Department of Transportation, remembers when the Coyote Oil refinery
used to spread its stench all over town.

"The smell of fuel would literally wake you up," she said. "I'm scared of the prospect of that happening. ... I'm
not really in favor of it, due to the quality of our air, our little pristine small town."

"It's gonna smell," said Amy Wilmarth, a Green River City Planning Commissioner and manager of the Green
River Coffee Co.

"I don't know if it's gonna be a real good thing for us, but it's gonna happen anyway," she said. "Whatever we
can do to boost our economy is going to be helpful."

Green River Community Center accountant and city Planning Commissioner Connie Copenhaver said she
hopes the refinery will be built farther away from town, but residents here need jobs.

"I'd be happy to have five of them," she said of the refineries.

Critics, she said, condemn the refineries' stink, but most of that will blow out of town.

"We're confident the state is going to keep emissions under control," she said.

Despite Harrison and Neibauer's optimism that the refineries' pollution will be kept in check and the permitting
process will be quick, the various air-quality permits required could take years to process depending on the
level of pollutants the plant will emit, said Tim Dejulis, an engineer in the Utah Department of Environmental
Quality's Division of Air Quality.

No new refineries have been permitted in Utah since the 1970s, he said.

Neither P&M nor EcoDomaine have submitted applications for a state air-quality-approval order, the permit
Utah requires the companies to get before construction can begin, Dejulis said. Until a permit is submitted,
there's nothing for the state to comment on.

If the refineries propose to be heavy polluters, he said, the federal government gets involved. And that could be
the refineries' highest hurdle to jump before they can start processing crude.

Green River has the distinction of being close to three Class I Areas - Arches, Canyonlands and Capitol Reef
national parks - upon which the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency places its highest air-quality standards.

The National Park Service said last year that the air quality at Canyonlands is declining because of regional oil
and gas development, power plants and auto emissions. That's why the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance is
paying close attention to the proposed refineries.

Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance staff attorney Steve Bloch said the refineries could only make Canyonlands
and Arches' already troubled air quality and visibility even worse.

For Green River and its nearby parks, Bloch said he fears the refineries could mean a "return of the brown
cloud."

People living in central Utah are plenty familiar with such a brown cloud. In the right conditions, a brown pall
hangs over the town of Castle Dale - on the west side of Emery County and the San Rafael Swell from Green
River - home to a large coal-fired power plant.

Now, Arches and Canyonlands are seriously at risk, Bloch said.

And that could jeopardize the future of the refineries.

"Class I areas affect (the refinery) a great deal," Dejulis said. "Given their proximity, it would be a challenge for
any company proposing any size (pollution) source at all into Green River and be able to demonstrate they
weren't exceeding those standards."

The National Park Service will keep a close eye on the refineries' permitting process, said Paul Henderson,
Canyonlands National Park chief of interpretation.

"I'm not sure I'd characterize it as a concern yet," he said. "The state will notify us and give us an opportunity to
comment on any of those permit applications, and I'm sure we will. ... We will definitely want to be at the table."



Meanwhile, the Vetere brothers are hoping some industry will come to Green River as long as it doesn't dirty
the city's air.

"If you tell me it's not going to hurt our air quality, I could use a $40,000 to $60,000 job to keep farming," Greg
Vetere said.

"The city's trying to shove it down our throat," Tim Vetere said, adding the jobs the refineries may provide
aren't worth the health problems the plants could create.

"My family all has asthma," he said. "We work outside. We're farmers. We're outside every single day of the
year. The people inside the buildings don't get the smell as much as we do."

Bobby Magill can be reached via e-mail at bmagill@gjds.com.
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