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Cobisa: 'We don't have much
to say'

Neighborhood Association plans two new zoning
districts

By Robert Magill, El Defensor Chieftain

    More than 100 Northern Socorro County residentswere ready to
sound-off about the proposed Cobisa Rio Puerco power plant before
the County Commission and Cobisa Corporation officials.

    But Cobisa did not show up.

    "We were originally planning to have a meeting with Cobisa and
we were wondering when that's going to be," said Les Crowder, of
Sabinal.

    County Commission Chair Danny Monette said he spoke with
Cobisa Monday about the special zoning district Sabinal and Abeytas
residents want to create. He said Cobisa has asked some New
Mexico Tech professors to provide reports on water usage, but have
not asked for another meeting with residents.

    "I think by this part of the county going out for special zoning, it
was a kick in the belly for (Cobisa)," Monette said. "I think it has
them backed-off now."

    Gregg Platt, Cobisa Vice-President, said Wednesday the company
is evaluating the situation.

    "We're working with some folks in the county trying to consider
other sites, but that's going slowly," Platt said. "Questions have been
raised about water and air. We're trying to work on some answers to
some of the questions."

    As for a meeting between Cobisa and Sabinal residents, "right
now, we don't have much to say," Platt said.

    To allow for the creation of a special zoning district in Sabinal, the
county commission will vote on an ordinance Mar. 12 extending a
120-day county-wide power plant construction moratorium after a
public hearing at the Socorro County Courthouse.

    If the Commission passes the ordinance, County Attorney Cyndi
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Mojtabai said she would declare the situation an

    Continued from Page 1A

    emergency so the extension would take effect immediately.

    Without the declaration of an emergency, the ordinance would
take 30 days to become effective.

    The original moratorium took effect Dec. 19, 2001 and would be
extended through Aug. 30, 2002.

    Residents on the east shore of the Rio Grande are planning to
form their own zoning districts.

    "Rio Grande Estates and Ranchos de Veguita would be one," said
Brian O'Connor of Las Nutrias. "The other one is from the county line
all the way down the river to La Joya."

    Residents are in the process of gaining support in their
communities for the zoning districts.

    "We're collecting signatures for the petition that we need to file
for the county," O'Connor said. "It's hard to tell how many
signatures we have so far, but we have a bunch of people excited."

    The zoning districts are a response to unwanted development
threatening the area over a number of years that residents say
would take their communities in the wrong direction, O'Connor said.

    Those threats have included a proposed sewage treatment plant,
a tire shredding site and a shrimp farm, he said.

    "We would like very much to be fighting off wildly inappropriate
land use," O'Connor said of the neighborhood association. "We'd like
to contribute to economic development everyone can get behind."

    Ken Armijo, neighborhood association president, said the threat of
the Cobisa Rio Puerco power plant has helped residents come
together.

    "We should give thanks to Cobisa because they woke us up,"
Armijo said.

    At the County Commission meeting, one resident said during
public comment that if residents have exhausted all legal means of
opposing the power plant, "we must be prepared for civil
disobedience."

    The crowd responded in shouts and grumbles of "No!"

    Armijo said the neighborhood association will strive to remain
wholesome and never resort to any civil disobedience. The
association wants to encourage families, he said.

    "I think we've always had a strong sense of community,"
O'Connor said. "I think that was obvious in the speed in which
eveyone came together (in December to oppose the power plant).
We had 10 days after (Cobisa's) letter of intent. This provides the
impetus to give ourselves a mechanism for which to make some real
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contributions to the county and to the state."
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